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M.A. Thesis:

exploring story telling on teacher student interactional
pattern:the case of EFL young learner in Pezhvak
Institute

There are many ways in order to teach English to students. Among them storytelling is
claimed to be one of best choices that can improve comprehension and speaking skills
(Harries, 2003). In this study, storytelling was surveyed with regard to the impact that it
might have on student-teacher interactional patterns through enhancing group work among
learners. For this aim, the researcher used this strategy in an intact class with ten students
as in a case study in a language institute in Sabzevar. Through providing supplementary
materials for engaging learners such as audio and video stories, pictorial stories, flash cards
and songs, four sessions of the class were transcribed after a full observational protocol.
Two groups of Interactional patterns on student-led and teacher-led feedback types were
codified via MAXQDA software after conducting thorough content analyses over student-
teacher and student-student interactions. Findings revealed that among teacher-led
interaction feedbacks involving clarification request, comprehension check, confirmation
check, seeking students feedback on the story, self-repetition and recast, comprehension
check was the most frequent feedback type detected. Additional feedbacks that were found
within the conversational pattern were students-led which consisted of peer correction, first
language uses, response to teacher's question, students' enthusiasm for the story, seeking the
info. on the lesson practicum, students' sympathy with the story characters, socialization
with the teacher, seeking the grammatical aspects, clarification seeking of the story plot,
seeking the meaning of unfamiliar words, clarification requests, students socialization with
the teacher, initiation for storytelling, students concerns, students complaints, students
appraise of the story, students predictions and socialization with the teachers method.
Among the student-led feedback types, students appraise of the stories and seeking the
meaning of unfamiliar words denoted that through focus on meaning, they might have most
probably been much engaged in the meaning of the stories. Also, diverse other educational
implications were involved in the type of the stories used in this research, which indicated
that in some specific story genres, some students were more probably more involved, which
might otherwise be indicative of various students characteristics such as their gender. This
research with a qualitative taint to it had still other implications, which have been finally
discussed in the light of recent interactional approaches regarding young learners within
EFL contexts.



