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M.A. Thesis:
Imam Zamans legal instractions and Togiat



Belief in the existence of Imam Mahdi (as) is crucial to Shiism. According to the hadiths
and arguments, Imam's existence at any time, is a necessity. There should be God's Hujjat
on the Earth. Many verses and hadiths admit the existence and reappearance of Imam
Zaman.

Imam guided Shia in the time of Minor Occultation (Ghaybat al-Sughra) through advocacy
organization headed by deputies (an-nuw?b al-arba?a).

One way to guide people was the transmitted Towqiat Imam's letters addressed to Shia
personalities via deputies (an-nuw?b al-arba?a) in different cities among Shiites). The
letters included different subjects; however; this study explores jurisprudential (legal)
issues.

The other way is the legal (jurisprudential) guidance of those persons who have been able
to meet Imam Zaman. Of course there is no dispute in the issue of Imam's meeting and
contact before Imamate and during the Minor Occultation. So this study discusses the
proponents' and opponents' debates concerning Major Occultation; and explores deputies'
accounts who were the transmitters of Imam's legal (jurisprudential) commands.

Nowadays, during Major Occultation (Ghaybat al-Kubra), jurists are imam's Hujjat (proofs)
among people. Major Occultation is the era of public authority and representation. Jurists
have the responsibility of Shiite guidance. Clerics are religious authorities, and the
supreme leader has the responsibility of the government and Muslim leadership on behalf
of Imam Mahdi (aj).

Searching the available documents and resources, the study investigates Imam Mahdi's
Towgqiat and jurisprudential laws (commands).



