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M.A. Thesis:

Divine providence in Islamic philosophers and
theosophists view



The subject of this study is consideration of Grace of God in the perspective of three
philosophersand threerenownedArif. This topic is one of the most complex issues in
theology, as it shows the relationship between the Creator (God Almighty) and creatures
(human being). Because, the existence of an immaterial and limitlessCreator for
physicalandlimitedcreature is not understandable and the only way of finding and
recognition of God nature is finding the characteristics and features of Him. One of The
God Almighty features is Knowledge. Knowledge is one of the most challengeable features
of God and many scholars and philosophers have presented their ideas about it. Avicenna in
his philosophy explains the grace of God Almighty and show the knowledge of God and
his powerful domination on all creatures. In contrast, Suhraward? rejects Avicennas vision
and presents a new explanation for Grace of God.

Beside these two mentioned philosophers, and after the analysis of their theories,
MullaSadr? presents a new definition of Grace of God. But in IbneArabisIslamicMysticism
and also in the perspective of Movlavi and Shabestari, Grace (Enayat) has a surface
meaning, attention to do something. And they believe, grace is a special attention of God to
the creatures, especiallyseekers of theright path.

Moreover, divine providenceandgrace is extracted from their interpretation but this
meaning is the product of the knowledge of God almighty and there is not difference in the
view of these philosophers at all.



