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M.A. Thesis:

Atmosphere in Two Stories of Shahnameh (Siavash
Rostam and Esfandiar)

For decades, Shahnameh researchers presented different theories about Ferdowsi, his work
Shahnameh, and his art of poetry; but this area of research, especially in some areas, still
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requires deep analysis and accurate documented research. One of these areas is rhetoric in
Shahnameh, but rhetoric, of course in its traditional form, cannot investigate all aspects of
the text. The narrative nature of Shahnameh requires critical methods for the epic stories in
the text. In this study, therefore, the researcher restricted his attempts to two main famous
stories in the text (Siyavash; Rustam and Esfandiyar) to represent Ferdowsis great art of
narration in different parts of those stories. The researchers claim is based on the
assumption that the author of Shahnameh has nurtured the fictional elements of the work
and has doubled the artistic value of the source/sources. To do this, in addition to the
careful investigation of all the elements that play a part in creating a fictional atmosphere
(mood) in this work, the researcher considered a hypothetical plot (Saalabis Ghorarosiyar)
and compared Ferdowsis narrative stories against it to explain all narrative elements of the
work that have led to developing the plot. The research method in this work is close
reading, which is looking at the text from the point of view of a hypothetical reader who
has encountered the tales for the first time, then examining the feelings of the hypothetical
reader in various locations, and finding clues to the factors which are effective in creating
the atmosphere or mood of the story.



