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M.A. Thesis:

The Effect of Teachers'uses of Arbitrary Gestures On
Learners' Long-term Retention of Idiomatic Structures

The present study aimed to evaluate the effects of teachers representational gestures (iconic
& metaphoric) and emblematic gestures on long-term retention of some concrete, and
figurative idiomatic structures among some volunteering female junior high-school learners
in Sabzevar, Iran via a multi-level, mixed method research design. During regular class
instructions over a period of eight weeks and via an action research plan, twelve pupils of
the Eighth and Ninth grades were presented with forty-eight English idiomatic phrases
paired with iconic, metaphoric and emblematic gestures. Post tests on the immediate and
delayed recall and recognition tests after two weeks served as the primary tools for
collecting the essential data along with frequent teacher notes on their performance. During
the instruction, classroom observation and semi-structured interviews with five teachers and
an open-ended questionnaire with students were also conducted as the next tools for
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collecting data. Data was achieved after open, axial and selective coding. In the second
phase, frequency rates over another group of teachers including seventeen teachers
interviews views were scrutinized, and in the third phase, participants views through
examining the frequency rate of the results of the online questionnaire were inspected. In
brief, the findings of the present study revealed positive associations between the use of
gestures and improvement of phrase learning as to long-term retention and the results of
delayed posttests implied long-term retention of abstract phrases among low proficiency
learners. The teachers viewpoints about learners feedback to variant gestures were different.
Possible implicationsregarding students enhanced motivation, and engagement were
discussed in the end.



