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M.A. Thesis:

Towards an Understanding of the Relationship
Between EFL Learners' Goal Orientation and Their
Achievement Scores Based on Socio-economic Status
and Level of Proficiency

Abstract

The achievement goal orientation theory provided the field of motivation with a new sight
on performance of an association of goals, impression and cognitive processes, by
considering students' academic motivation. The studies on AGT focus on students thoughts
about themselves, their tasks, and their performance in the classroom is under focus. Socio-
economic status demonstrates an attribute of the social conformation in the society. This
index indicates the differences between proportional status of people in the society based
on job status, job type, income and level of education. Another significant issue which has
drawn much attention in the realm of language education is proficiency. In this research,
the relationship between EFL learners goal orientation and their achievement scores across
socio-economic status and level of proficiency was investigated. To this end, 200
participants were selected from both genders in Sabzevar, Iran. Goal orientation and socio-
economic status questionnaire were used to gather required data. The results of Chi-Square
Pearson correlations revealed that there was a significant relationship between proficiency
level and goal orientation. Moreover, it was found that the relationship between socio-
economic status and goal orientation was significant. Furthermore, there was a significant
relationship between learners achievement score and their goal orientation. Finally, the
results revealed that there was a significant relationship between learners socio-economic
status and their achievement scores. The findings of the present study can enlighten
teachers not to pay extra attention to students with higher socio-economic levels regarding
their goals and proficiency. Moreover, it encourages learners with lower socio-economic
level to set precious goals to gain success in the future.
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