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M.A. Thesis:

An Action Research over Cooperative Learning
Essentials via Group Work Tactics in EFL Classes
among Iranian Female High School students, The case
of Iran and Japan

Cooperative learning is widely recognized as a pedagogical strategy that can promote
learning and increase interaction among students and raise their overall achievement
nevertheless it is still a neglected art and teachers use it infrequently in actual classes. The
purpose of this thesis was to investigate the ways through which group members could
achieve higher levels of overall achievement in multi-level and large classes in junior high
schools in one educational year and compare and contrast EFL situation in group work
within Iranian and Japanese educational contexts. Mainly, through a qualitative action
research to empower the researcher as a participant in this study and to monitor her own
practices and improve implementation of group work strategy in her classes. Diverse
groups of participants including 19 English language teachers within both Iranian and
Japanese contexts and 83 female students took part in this longitudinal research. The data
was collected through observation protocols, written interviews and open-ended
questionnaires. Findings were conspicuous on diverse issues including 1) grouping factors
among Iranian vs. Japanese teachers, which showed a sense of process-oriented group
cohesiveness among Japanese language teachers as contrasted with Iranian teachers with a
tendency towards product-orientation in their ways/strategies towards constructing valuable
Communities of Practice (CoP), managing multi-level classes. Finally, as to designing apt
materials to be used in group work activities and evaluation system, which could lead to
better group work, the present researchers found some challenges on promoting social skills
through such materials within her own context of teaching, which were scrutinized in full
in the concluding sections of the present thesis



